
  Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

- Transdisciplinary theme:    Who We Are 

 an inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal 
physical, mental, social, and spiritual health; human relationships 
including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to be human. 

 

- Central idea :  Cultures are impacted by population and geography. 

 

 

 

summative assessment task(s):  

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

 

Summative assessment 

Students will create a Texas book with the 4 different regions of Texas, tying in 
impacts of natural resources, weather, & culture 

Student initiated actions: Students will use resources such as epic or pebble go to 
research about the state of Texas 

Class/grade:  First Grade                         Age group: 

School:    Mountainview                         School code: 6510 

Title: Who We Are 

Teacher(s): Tu, Brandenberger, Herring 

Date: November 11th-December 20th  

Proposed duration:5 Weeks 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 
responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

Key Concepts: Causation, Change, Connection 
Related Concepts: Impact, Relationships, Growth 

 

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

·  History of settlement 
·  History of family culture 
·  Natural resources 

 

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

Teacher questions/provocations 

What are the regions of Texas?  

What are the symbols and what do they  stand for?  

How are they significant to Texas?  

 What are the natural resources found in Texas?  
Why did people settle  in Texas?  

Learner Profile Attributes: Open- Minded, Knowledgeable 

Attitudes: Commitment, Independence 

 



 

3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What evidence will 
we look for? 

● Questions on prior knowledge of Texas symbols/ history 
● KWL Charts - Texas symbols, history, cultures  
● Class Discussion- connecting to us  

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry?  What 
evidence will we look for? 

● Assessments (state symbols of Texas) 
● Labeling on maps (of correct regions with resources) 
● Recognizing different natural resources within each region 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage 
the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions? 

Learning Experiences 

Virtual tours of Texas  

Learning about the symbols of Texas  

Discussing natural and man-made resources 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

 
 Transdisciplinary Skills 

● Research- the different symbols and regions of Texas  
● Thinking- thinking about  how the different regions of  Texas impacted settlement  
● Communication: How their family has been impacted by living in Texas  

Learner  Profile Traits: 

Open-Minded: Students will embrace the different cultures, traditions, and beliefs that exist 
within the state of Texas  

Knowledgeable: Students will learn about the place that they live. As well as the natural 
resources that exist in  those regions.  

Attitudes  

Commitment, Independence 



5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

● Virtual videos of the regions of Texas 
● Legend of the  Bluebonnet 
● Brainpop videos  
● Youtube- tours of regions 
● Maps  
● Powerpoints-regions of Texas  

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community to be used to facilitate the inquiry?  

Classroom Environment: Students will create texas booklet about things they have learned about Texas and its resources 

Local Environment:  Students will use the library and classroom for research. 

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose?a 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the 
central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry 
should be included. 

Central Idea: Cultures are impacted by populations and geography. 

 

 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate 
picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme?  

 

Central Idea: Cultures are impacted by populations and geography. 

Transdisciplinary Theme: Who We Are-an inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs 
and values; personal physical, mental, social, and spiritual health; human 
relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to be human. 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to 
learn?” 

Causation:  
Change:  
Connection:  

 

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?  

 Transdisciplinary Skills:  

Thinking:  

Social Skills:  

Communication:  

Research:  

Self Management:.  

 

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

Learner Profile Attributes:  

Open- Minded:  

Knowledgeable:  

Attitudes 

Commitment:  

Independence:  

In each case, explain your selection.  

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that 
were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and highlight 
the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the inquiries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

 

 

9.  Teacher notes: 

Sci:  

1.1A identify, discuss, and demonstrate safe and healthy practices as outlined in Texas 
Education Agency-approved safety standards during classroom and outdoor investigations, 
including wearing safety goggles, as appropriate, washing hands, and using materials 
appropriately 
1.2A ask questions about organisms, objects, and events observed in the natural world 
1.2C collect data and make observations using simple tools 
1.2D record and organize data using pictures, numbers, and words 
1.2E communicate observations and provide reasons for explanations using 
student-generated data from simple descriptive investigations 
1.3A identify and explain a problem and propose a solution 
1.7B identify and describe a variety of natural sources of water, including streams, lakes, and 
oceans 
1.7C identify how rocks, soil, and water are used to make products 
1.8A record weather information (temperature- hot/cold, clear/cloudy, calm/windy, rainy/icy) 
1.8B observe and record changes in the objects in the sky such as Moon/Stars & Sun 
1.8D Demonstrate that air is all around us and that wind is moving air 

SS:  

1.1A Describe the origins of customs, holidays, and celebrations of the community, state, and 
nation such as San Jacinto Day, Independence Day, and Veterans Day 
1.1B Compare the observance of holidays and celebrations, past and present 
1.2A Identify contributions of historical figures, including Sam Houston, George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, and Martin Luther King Jr. who have influenced the community, state, and 
nation 
1.2C Compare similarities and differences among the lives and activities of historical figures 
and other individuals who have influenced the community, state, and nation 
1.4A locate places using the four cardinal directions 
1.6A identify and describe physical characteristics of places such as landforms, bodies of 
water, natural resources, and weather 
1.6B identify examples of and uses for natural resources in the community, state, and nation 
1.7A Describe ways that families meet basic human needs 
1.7B Describe similarities and differences in ways families meet basic human needs 
1.14A  Explain state and national patriotic symbols, including the United States and Texas 
flags, the Liberty Bell, the Statue of Liberty, and the Alamo 
1.14B Recite and explain the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag 
and the Pledge to the Texas Flag 
1.14C Identify anthems and mottoes of Texas and the United States 
1.14F Identify Constitution Day as a celebration of American freedom 
1.14E Explain how patriotic customs and celebrations reflect American individualism and 
freedom 



1.15A Describe and explain the importance of various beliefs, customs, language, and 
traditions of families of communities 

ELAR TEKS: 1.1ACD; 1.2A, 1.2Aiv, 1.2Avi, 1.2B, 1.2Bii, 1.2Biii, 1.2BiV, 1.2Bv, 1.2Bvi, 
1.2C, 1.2Ci, 1.2Cii, 1.2Ciii, 1.2Civ, 1.2F; 1.3BCD; 1.4A; 1.5A; 1.6FGHI, 1.6I; 1.7CDE; 
1.11AB, 1.11Bii, 1.11CD, 1.11Di, 1.11Diii, 1.11Div, 1.11Dvi, 1.11Dvii 

 Math TEKS: 1.1ABCDEFG, 1.3ACDEF, 1.5DEFG 
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